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The Making Tracks collection

Making Tracks takes young readers (7-10 years) on fictional journeys through some fascinating
Australian stories, inspired by objects from the National Museum of Australia’s collection. The books in
this series have been created by some of Australia’s best known authors and illustrators for children.

The series (now numbering 17 books) is a great
resource for teachers to use for both SOSE and
English. Each title also offers online support: a
synopsis, discussion questions and classroom
activities, including reproducible worksheets.

Daisy Sunshine

by Susanne Gervay
llustrated by Teresa Culkin-Lawrence

Daisy and her mum have just moved into the Grand
Private Hotel belonging to Mr and Mrs Papadopolous.
It’s all new and strange, but Nina, Old Dot, the Colonel
and especially Rainbow Rose are there to help them
make a new life for themselves. But what's so special
about the year 19757

Susanne Gervay draws us into the hectic social
changes of the 1970s with her story of a young girl
meeting new people and becoming involved in the
movement for equal rights of women.

Daisy Sunshine is supported by fun child-friendly
interactive activities on the National Museum of
Australia website, to further engage young readers.

I hate my glasses. They're black square ugly
boxes on my nose. I want glasses with bits
of pink in them. When Mum bought these
for me, I couldn't say anything, Glasses cost

alot of money and these were the cheapest
pair at the optometrist. Mum was so
excited that I could see.

The library lady nods at Mum. 1l keep
an eye on her! She rolls her left eye and
I grit my teeth. I think it’s a glass eye. It
rotates, tracking me between the shelves.
She’s always calling out: ‘Not that book.
It's too old for you. Not that book. It’s not
for girls!

‘When Mum comes back with her
shopping, I slip her a book about hippies.
She hides a smile and borrows it on her

library card.
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1975 — Our year

Everyone walks past The Grand Private
Hotel on the way to the shops, school, bus
stop, park, pub, fruit market and other
places people go. I can see them all from
my gable window.

Nina and her parents sleep in the small
weatherboard cottage in the backyard.
There's a fishpond in the garden in front
of their cottage. Nina and I sit on the large
green stone frog under Mr Papadopolous's
orange and lemon trees feeding the

goldfish. ‘My papa was a farmer in Greece,’
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